SHATTERED

Survival and friendship in the face of war. 

Shattered is a fictional, historical film noir set in The Netherlands between 1942 and 1945. It is a serious drama highlighting the devastating effects of war told through the eyes of the two main protagonists, Ilse, a Jewish woman, and her gay friend Lex.

Synopsis
Shattered depicts the effects the Nazi regime has on the lives of friends Ilse and Lex. Ilse, a young Jewish woman, who faces discrimination and brutality. Ilse hides with her brother but is eventually discovered and deported to Auschwitz. Working in 'Kanada', she sorts through the possessions of the new arrivals. The film also highlights the struggles of the gay community during this time. Lex is arrested and persecuted for his sexuality. He is sent to prison and later to a camp to complete his sentence. In 1946 when the friends reunite after surviving the brutal concentration camps. Lex desires to put the past behind him, whereas Ilse wants vengeance, seeking out the person she believes betrayed her hiding place.

Visual Style
The feature film will be in black and white. This creative choice of a limited colour palette will allow us to tell a dramatic story with light, shade, and shadows. Influences on the film are Schindler's List (1993) meets Bent (1997).

The Filmmakers
Shattered is a story that has come out of the short film of the same name made in 2021, written by Brogan Waller-Parkinson and directed by Teresa Moorhead. Link to view Shattered short film: https://vimeo.com/417330203

Brogan penned the first draft of Shattered at only 19, and as commented on in the Yorkshire Evening Post, 'she was keen to make a story embedded into that dark chapter in history and highlight people's experiences.' 
Teresa developed a passion for directing at film school and has made eight short films. Reading Shattered triggered a memory of when she had to go into hiding as a child in Belfast after being forced from her home. This unique perspective gave her an understanding of the character's thoughts and feelings.
Associate writer Christian Ballesta has written serval scripts centring around queer people. As a queer writer, he has added an authentic voice to Lex.

Waller-Parkinson and Moorhead for their final grad film. The film won multiple film festival awards, and the creative duo both wanted to make a feature film on the subject. While there are multiple films on the Holocaust, hardly any have been written and directed by women. In addition, only one film Bent (1997) looks at the gay experience under the Nazis. We believe that in 2023 the subject of fascism and its impact on the lives of ordinary people is still as relevant today.

Shattered poses the question of whether we can let fascism raise its head again.
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